Signing Ceremony

 Improving prison conditions and access to justice for women, youth and vulnerable male.
Ambassador’s statement
· Prisoners have the same rights as all other persons as far as the law can allow. They have lost their liberty whilst they are in prison, but they should not be deprived of their human dignity or their right to equality before the law. The imprisonment itself is the punishment and prisoners should not be subject to extra punishment while in prison. 

· This is the reason why the Norwegian Embassy is here today entering into a second agreement with CELA – with the support of the Government – on improving living conditions and access to justice for women, youth and vulnerable males with the main goal to realize the rights of women  and young offenders incarcerated in police and prison cells.

· The background to the support is the visit of the Norwegian Minister of Justice, Mr. Knut Storberget in April 2009. He paid a visit to the women at Maula prison and was deeply concerned about the conditions the women were living in. Women’s rights and Gender Equality is one of the Norwegian Governments priority areas. 
· Another primary objective of the Norwegian Government’s is to promote an international legal order based on democracy and human rights. Not only do all states have a legal obligation to advance human rights, they also have a moral obligation to protect individuals from human rights abuses. 

· Article 10 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights where it states that

 “All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.”

In 2009 the Malawian High Court ruled that the Malawi Government should improve prison conditions in Malawi. This is in line with the United Nations standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners. This project aims at assisting the Government in this task.
· With the support of the Royal Norwegian Embassy, CELA has since 2009 implemented a project to improve prison conditions and access to justice for women, girls and juveniles in prisons in central region of Malawi.  In this project, CELA has worked with stakeholders in the Criminal Justice System, the Malawi Prisons, Malawi Police, the Judiciary and Community Service as well as Social Welfare officers and human rights NGOs. In a period of 18 months, the project facilitated:
· Legal services led to the realise of 210 females, 116 juveniles and 115

· Camp courts for 444 suspects. Out of 207 women 89 were released, out of 97 juveniles 51 were released and out of 140 male suspects 51 were released. 

· The construction of the female prison blocks at Maula prison with capacity for 150 women. Previously women in Maula prison had to sleep in small iron tinned cells.
· Article 10 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights states that

· “The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the essential aim of which shall be their reformation and social rehabilitation”

· In this second phase of the project a new important component has been added. This component relates to education. Punishment should not be the only aim of imprisonment. Reformation and social rehabilitation is crucial, not only for the inmates but for society as a whole. Most inmates will return to the wider society and it benefits us all if they can become productive citizens contributing to the development of Malawi rather than facing the world, stigmatized without hope or opportunities and falling into the trap of criminal activities again. 

· The Embassy and CELA therefore are proud to include in the second phase the “I live here project” which has been running a full time school in Kachere juvenile prison since 2009. The school uses Government approved curriculum and upon release the students are able to join their respective forms with confidence and skill set to pursue higher education. 
· The boys at Kachere have been doing very well in national exams and the United Nations Secretariat (Department of Peacekeeping Operations) in New York has noticed their achievements and is planning to use the I Live Here methodology in prisons in post conflict countries across the world. The prison schools here are therefore important pilot projects. 

· CELA will during the next phase facilitate, in collaboration with prison authorities, the construction of a new reformatory centre for girls, who have until now been incarcerated with adult women against the law. The girls at the school will have the same quality education as the boys at Kachere. 
· The Norwegian Government is proud to contribute to the Malawian Government’s quest to improve the prison conditions in Malawi and access to justice so that inmates in Malawi fulfil their right to life with human dignity.  This project is an excellent expample of how a donor partner, and NGO and the Government have joined efforts to promote human rights issues.
